
            

 

Budget Scrutiny 2012/13 

 
MONDAY, 14TH NOVEMBER, 2011 at 18:30 HRS - CIVIC CENTRE, HIGH ROAD, WOOD 
GREEN, N22 8LE. 
 
MEMBERS: 
 
CO-OPTED 
MEMBERS: 

Councillors Winskill (Chair), Browne, Bull, Ejiofor and Engert 
 
Ms. Y. Denny (Church representative) and Ms. S. Young (parent governor) 

 
AGENDA 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE    
 
2. URGENT BUSINESS    
 
 The Chair will consider the admission of any late items of urgent business.  (Late 

items will be considered under the agenda item where they appear.  New items will 
be dealt with at Item 6 below). 
 

3. MINUTES    
 
 To approve the minutes of the meeting of 3 November  (TO FOLLOW) 

 
4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST    
 
 A member with a personal interest in a matter who attends a meeting of the authority 

at which the matter is considered must disclose to that meeting the existence and 
nature of that interest at the commencement of that consideration, or when the 
interest becomes apparent. 
 
A member with a personal interest in a matter also has a prejudicial interest in that 
matter if the interest is one which a member of the public with knowledge of the 
relevant facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely to prejudice the 
member’s judgement of the public interest and if this interest affects their financial 
position or the financial position of a person or body as described in paragraph 8 of 
the Code of Conduct  and/or if it relates to the determining of any approval, consent, 
license, permission or registration in relation to them or any person or body described 
in paragraph 8 of the Code of Conduct.  
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5. LOOKED AFTER CHILDREN (INCLUDING THE ASSOCIATED LEGAL COSTS)  
(PAGES 1 - 16)  

 
 To consider the budgetary implications arising from the Council’s duties in relation to 

looked after children and, in particular, to ensure that activity in this sensitive area 
compares favourably with the costs and performance of our statistical neighbours and 
that avenues of reducing costs have been fully explored. 
 

6. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS    
 
 To discuss and agree conclusions and recommendations to be made. 

 
7. NEW ITEMS OF URGENT BUSINESS    
 
 
 
David McNulty 
Head of Local Democracy  
and Member Services  
Level 5 
River Park House  
225 High Road  
Wood Green  
London N22 8HQ 
 

Melanie Ponomarenko  
Senior Policy Officer  
Level 7 
River Park House  
225 High Road  
Wood Green  
London N22 8HQ 
 
Tel: 020 8489 2921 
Email: 
melanie.ponomarenko@haringey.gov.uk 
 
 
Friday, 11 November 2011 
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Budget Scrutiny Panel 14th November 2011 
Looked After Children Report – Addendum 

 
All data shown below has been extracted from the CIPFA LAC benchmarking 
club 2010 which is the latest data available. Data is submitted at the half year 
point and gives an informed view of the likely out-turn position for the end of 
the financial year. Whilst there are detailed notes of guidance provided when 
completing a return such as this, there will always be some variability in the 
data due to differing interpretation of this guidance and local differences in the 
way the data is recorded. 
 
Table below refers to 4.9 of the report 
 
Table 1: Key statistics for Haringey and Comparator Authorities. (Names of 
authorities cannot be revealed as data is confidential) 
 

Borough Gross Cost / Child 
/ Week 2010/11 

Estimate 

Population 
0-17 (k) 

Full 
Population 

(k) 

LAC in Homes 
& Fostering 

2010/11 

H £1,091 53.1 226.1 548 

Haringe
y 

£1,063 49.0 225.5 482 

D £947 33.7 191.8 288 

A £781 53.9 283.3 449 

X £1,038 58.5 264.5 434 

K £1,140 54.3 224.3 297 

S £960 50.5 286.6 167 

 
Table below refers to 4.10 of the report 
 
Table 2: Number of Looked after Children, Breakdown of Looked after 
Children by type of care 2010/11 Estimate. 
 

 Number % Averag
e 

Children’s Homes – own provision 14 2.4% 0.8% 

Children’s Homes – provided by others 31 5.2% 8.2% 

Fostering – own provision 199 33.7% 34.9% 

Fostering – provision by others 226 38.2% 39.7% 

Residential Schools 12 2.0% 1.4% 

Placed for adoption 9 1.5% 3.2% 

Placed with parents 4 0.7% 2.1% 

Independent living 1 0.2% 5.0% 

Secure Welfare 1 0.2% 0.6% 

Other 94 15.9% 5.3% 

TOTAL 591   
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Table below refers to 4.10 of the report 
 
Table 3: Unit costs of Looked after Child in different types of accommodation 
 

Unit costs (£ per child per week) 2010/11 Estimate 

 Gross costs* Averag
e 

Local Authority Homes** £3,043 £3,416 

Other Homes £2,941 £2,594 

Local Authority Foster Care £616 £600 

Other Foster Care £876 £859 

TOTAL £1,055 £1,020 

* Gross costs exclude income received from health / education for children 
with complex needs (£645k for Haringey) 
** Bed cost materially affected by level of occupancy 
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